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“Civil society and political change in
Asia : expanding and contracting
democratic space”

edited by Muthiah Alagappa
Stanford University Press 2004 [312.2AL]

This book examines 12 countries in Asia in order to
determine the nature of the relationship between
civil society and political change. The focus is on
whether civil society actively promotes more
inclusion and participation in political life. The
findings from the book show that the nature of the
relationship between civil society and democracy is
complicated and there is no uniform trend. In some
countries civil society promotes interaction and
participation that is typical of democracies but in
other cases, civil society may not help democratic
norms, especially if they repressed, are exclusive
or become co—opted by the state. The book also shows
that strong ©political 1institutions and an
established party system and rule of law are other
important considerations for the promotion of

democracy and social capital.
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Fighting Against Nuclear
Weapons  Around  the
World
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“Confronting the bomb : a short history
of the world nuclear disarmament
movement”

Lawrence S. Wittner
Stanford University Press 2009  [319. 8WI]

Professor Lawrence Wittner was the leading historian
of anti—nuclear weapon movements around the world

This book is a condensed study taken from his 3 Volume
history of the fight for nuclear disarmament from
1945-2009. In this book Wittner presents a very
concise history of the fight against nuclear weapons
in different times and different places, and shows
how this struggle unites people from many places in
a common struggle. Wittner shows that both
politicians and regular citizens have played

important parts in these movements.
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